[Thumb replacement operation using metacarpal distraction osteotomy as a secondary intervention after thumb amputation].
After thumb amputation distal to the MCP-1 joint, good results can be achieved with lengthening of the first metacarpal bone by an external fixateur if a correct technique is applied. In all our patients the lengthened thumb was mechanically stable and sensitive, thus improving the patient's ability to use the hand to grasp. Another advantage of this procedure is the relative simplicity of the method. Furthermore, the original nerve and vascular supply can be preserved.